
PERFORMANCE NOTES

Technology/Logistics:

The tape playback is in stereo and will be projected from four speakers but there is an alternative setup
for two speakers (diagram shown on next page).  Performer dynamics should sound at a similar volume 
to the tape, creating equal interactions to avoid the tape from becoming a textural background.  At times 
the balance will be out of proportional and this is acceptable (i.e. the cymbal roll will end up covering 
the tape; the voices will speak over the textures created by the ensemble).  

A cue track is provided and should be used for rehearsal and performance. Cues are marked in the score 
and a graphic notation is supplied for the electronics.  Each player should have a stand light for minimal 
lighting in the audience seating.  It is not required since there is a cue track but performers should feel free 
to use a stopwatch.  

Score: 

There are two particular elements to notice in the score: the disjunct sections where rhythms are loosely 
notated between instruments and the metric tutti sections where rhythms line up between parts.  The cue 
track is provided to help performers execute the modulation from unorganized rhythmic sections to 
organized rhythmic sections. 

The cymbal strikes are written at times where players' right hand is not needed to finger a note.  Adequate 
time is given before each strike to pick up stick or mallet.  Footnotes are provided throughout the score to 
provide players with additional information pertaining to the performance of specific material.  

PROGRAM NOTES

Voices on Courtland is the first installment of a series of works inspired by my experiences living in Atlanta.  

It can be too easy to disconnect ourselves from what we do not understand.  

I cannot fathom the lives of those who are living in poverty without a home and with so few resources.  It 
would be unjust for me to attempt to capture the experiences of these people and emulate it in a work.  
Voices on Courtland projects the humanity of those who are in poverty and possibly homeless in Atlanta 
in hopes to connect people.   

Courtland Street is a long and eclectic street that runs through downtown Atlanta.  It runs by Georgia State 
University, Hurt Park, the State Capital, apartments, grocery stores, churches, Peachtree Pine Homeless 
Shelter and so many other landmarks of the city.  Many people who are in poverty and homeless are living 
in shelters near Courtland or on the streets.  The tape in Voices on Courtland capture the ambient sounds of 
the environment and distant voices of people on Courtland Street and in Hurt Park.  

Many thanks to Carolyn Balkovetz, Reese Burgan, Adam Gresham, Dillon Tanksley, and people of Atlanta
for assisting in the making of this work.  


